
PTA General Membership Meeting Feb. 14, 2017 

Anne, president, called meeting to order at 9:52 AM. 

January Meeting Minutes were approved.  

Guest Speakers— 

West Vincent Township Police Department 

Chief—Always looking to enhance community relations and this year we’d like to have a movie night with the kids at the 

school—Zootopia—March 31. PTA will work with Ed to work out refreshments. Officers will be there in uniform to 

interact with the kids. Also would like community to know that the police department now has a Facebook Page and 

Twitter—please follow/share. Trout Rodeo and WV Community Day are May 13. 

Officer Butler—In response to questions regarding recent home invasions in our area: In WV, we get a lot of burglaries 

(break in while a home is unoccupied). Home invasions are robberies—taking something from someone with force. Most 

of those have involved victims that are directly involved with the intruder. In one, the people were targeted because it 

was known they had lots of money in the house. In another, involving 2 Pottstown residents, a home repairman who had 

been at the home and knew the elderly man had cash at home. If you have an alarm in the home with signs out front you 

greatly reduce your chances. Even just putting out a sign helps. Lock your doors. Lock your car doors. Be proactive. If you 

see something suspicious—do not worry about bothering us. Our non-emergency number (610-935-2440) will get a hold 

of us no matter where we are. Call for anything. Solicitors are very rarely actual solicitors. It is illegal to solicit. The more 

we need to patrol, the more we are seen, which is a good thing. If you are going to be out of town for a while, you can 

call us and tell us and we will patrol. It is good for us to know your gate code, if you have special needs in your home, etc. 

Be aware of your surroundings. Know who you are letting into your home when you hire outside cleaners, repairmen, 

etc. PA E Docket—download the free app—public record of arrests, etc. A lot of recent home invasions had to do with 

adult children who were living in the home. Megan’s Law—there are only a select instances in which we can notify 

residents when someone moves in. Be aware, check the site.  

Officers will lead training this Friday at the school with teachers and staff. Recently, some protocols have chance. Run, 

Hide, Fight—all schools will go through the training. The officers will separate fact from fiction on what will help in a 

situation. Teachers will learn to think on their own in an emergency. Do we stay in place? Do we barricade? Do we run? 

(Running may not be best at our school due to the open fields.) “An alright plan executed at the right time is way better 

than the perfect plan never executed at all.” Our school doors are always locked. When we go on lockdown, kids are 

gathered so that you cannot see them from windows. Teachers are trained on how to barricade. Every room has a code 

to use from their phones to do an all school announcement—communication can happen from anywhere. There is one 

security button that will alert ALL necessary parties (police, district, etc.) and they will respond immediately. School 

safety committee meets quarterly to review protocols, lights, parking, etc.   

 

Principal’s Report— 

Thanked the PTA for their involvement in getting Thom Stetcher into the building and for encouraging parents to attend. 

Moving forward, we would like to carry this over to the kids spanning a 2-3 day period. Our mentoring groups will be 

implementing some of Thom’s teachings into the mentor sessions.  

Ridglea parents have been contacted via Ed, Dr. McKilip, and the FCE PTA in regards to the FCE transition.  

Parent Teacher conferences are coming up in 2 weeks and will be opening up the online scheduling this Friday and will 

close it on the 28th.  

Treasurer’s Report— 

Maria presented the report. 

Need to move $53.72 from other to the Talent Show because we were over budget; $18.97 from Back to School Supplies 

to Staff Appreciation for Valentine gifts; $40.00 from PTA Events Other to Spiritwear to cover amount over budget from 

providing shirts to students in need.  All motions made and passed.  

Budget committee—Rita Pederson, Maria Cantarero, and Anne Strawbridge volunteered—will meet in March. 

Talent Show— 



It was great. 80 kids. Kindl was a great emcee. Rita noted that this year’s event had the least drama of the history of the 

program and congratulated the committee on a job well done. Also noted that she felt that the cost of the mattes were 

unnecessary.  

Box Tops— 

We made $1,081. Orso’s class won this challenge.  

Bingo— 

Tara Soloman announced that the next event is March 17. Flyers will go out March 27.   

Prizes have been acquired. $300 in budget. Some prizes can be Book Fair gift cards.  

Bids for Kids— 

Flyers to save the date go out this week. Still accepting donations and sponsorships. DJ and Magician are booked. Sign Up 

Genius for volunteers will be going out soon. 

Membershio & Unfundrasier— 

Membership is up 3 more members, at 175. Unfundrasier since last meeting has brought in $100 from the Friedell family 

who also noted that they are happy with the PTA programming.  

Yearbook— 

Workshops for classroom reps have been scheduled and emails will go out to the reps ASAP. 

All Pro Dads— 

This Thursday.  

Publishing Center— 

Needs volunteers.  

Master Minds— 

Starting up again. About 20 kids.  

Pancake Breakfast— 

Has been moved to May 13 due to Applebee’s kitchen renovations. “Treat your Mom to Breakfast” Mother’s Day 

Weekend.  

Cycle Bar Fundraiser— 

Cost to us $100. $25 per bike. 100% profit to PTA. April 29. 

Adjourned at 11:30 AM. 


