
11/15/2016 General PTA Meeting Minutes 

Anne Strawbridge called the meeting to order at 6:31 PM. 

Minutes from October 2016 as well as June 2016 were approved. 

Guest Speakers: Emily Orso, 1st grade; Lindsay Cooney, 3rd grade; Seth Lucas, 6th grade; and Margo 

Zimmerman, academic coach. The group covered The Standards and the rubric grading system. 

Presentation will be available online. Find the Standards at OJRSD.com.   

Ultimately the goal is that kids can think, write, respond critically and have them prepared for 

middle school. That every child is held to the same standard. There are nuances between the 

schools within the district, but for the most part the students are going to get the same experience 

at each school. 

Some ways to help at home: Read with your child & model the love of reading; model and discuss 

how you learn new things; embrace the struggle/rigor; review and discuss their homework (how did 

you get this right?); communicate with their teachers (or help your child communicate); talk 

positively about your child’s school, teacher, and standards; referential speaking (speaking when 

you know your child is overhearing you and hearing positive remarks)—what do you really want to 

see in your child? 

 

President’s Report: 

We’ve had some very successful restaurant fundraisers. We had a lot of volunteers at the pancake 

breakfast and really appreciate your time and help. Box Tops Challenge went very well. Clubs are 

underway. Book Fair is going well.  

 

Mr. Smith’s report: 

We had about 30 veterans and their families for our Veteran’s Day Celebration. It was a powerful 

presentation—a breakfast and school assembly. We hosted a coat drive for the veterans as well 

which will go to homeless vets in our area. Thank you to everyone who extended whatever help 

they could. The legion rep was overwhelmed with the donations.  

Book Fair is going on as well as American Visitation Day, Kindergarten Feast, and International Night 

all on Thursday. We have about 150 presentations for International Night. The kids enjoy it and we 

thank the volunteers.  

Parent Teacher Conference—Signups will be shut down late in the evening on Friday. Please pass 

along that if you have extenuating circumstances, please email your teachers. Advice: It’s a short 

amount of time, 15-20 minutes—be prepared with the points/questions you want to cover and 

know what you want to get out of the meeting. If you need more time, make an appointment with 

the teacher. Communication is a two way street—if the conference doesn’t go well, you can always 

give me a call or shoot me an email. (Conferences are held in the fall and again in the spring.)  

From now until we break for the holidays goes by very quickly. If you hear of a family in need, 

please discreetly let us know so that we can help.  

 

Treasurer’s Report:  

Maria provided a budget update. All new activity is highlighted in yellow.  

We have a motion that sat from our last minute in regard to line item one—to bring 

$18899.00….called for vote. Motion is approved. 

Membership: $60; Unfundrasier $315 



 

Correspondence: 

Thank you from Dr. Christian thanking us or donation for kindergarten fieldtrip to Yeager.  

 

Committee Reports: 

Standing Rules—still working 

Bylaws—Need to put those on facebook 

International Night—160 presentations, 6:00-7:30 

Science Fair—In January, still looking for judges 

Membership & Unfundrasier—Membership is currently at 160, goal is 200…just need 40 more! 

Close to Unfundrasier goal.  

Spiritwear—We had a very successful campaign this year. Used a new company (Valley in 

Morgantown) and in addition to preordered spiritwear we also had a n additional online order 

campaign. 6-12 families in each grade ordered, lots of adult wear as well as teachers & staff. We 

look forward to expanding.  

Book Fair—Very happy with inventory. We appreciate all of the volunteers. Typically, in the fall we 

take our profits and in the spring we take it in scholastic dollars to then stock the library, specials 

rooms, etc. W, TH, and Fri are our biggest sales day. In the spring we are going to plan some training 

sessions on the preview day for teachers. The All for Books collection of loose change in the 

classrooms helps to fund books in the teachers’ classrooms.  

Applebees—It was a very successful event. Thank you so much to the volunteers. We raised a net of 

a little over $700. Next one will probably be March 11.   

All Pro Dad’s—Last one was the most attended in our history. Over 200 in attendance. Next one is 

Thursday, Dec 8. 7:00 to 8:00. Sign up Genius for food donations. RSVP if you plan to attend. 

Bingo Night—Friday, Dec 9. This year we are incorporating our Grandfriends. The first 35 families 

who register will receive a free ornament. Free event with a dessert bar. Bring your dinner if you’d 

like. 6:00. 

Yearbook—We have met with Balfour and will be attending a workshop in December. On/ahead of 

schedule. 

Masterminds—On schedule.  

Restaurant Fundraisers—Thank you to our teachers and staff who attended our CFA Night. Liberty 

Union raised $300. 

Publishing Center—It’s been very busy. 3 classrooms are almost finished. And each child gets a 

bookmark this year with their book. 

Box Tops—Challenges have been successful and have raised over $940. Last year’s total was around 

$1100 so we are very close to meeting that goal. Ms. Roderick’s class won and had lunch with Mr. 

Smith and won the trophy.  

Reflections—14 entries this year. They will go out for local judging.  

 

Anne adjourned at 8:02 pm 

 

 

 


