
PTA General Meeting  

3/28/17 

Anne called the meeting to order at 6:32 PM. 

Approved the 2/14/17 Meeting Minutes. 

Guest Speaker, Dr. McKillip, French Creek Elementary Principal: Would like to welcome all families who 

will be joining FCE in the new school year. She went through the WV yearbooks and found that 18-19 

staff members for the past 3 years have a connection to FCE (previous staff, parents, etc). She would like 

to make herself available for questions. Askes that we please be active in FCE Family Nights at the 

school. Happy to take you on tours of the building. Sometimes we don’t know what the questions or 

concerns are—please let us know so we can be proactive—if your child is particularly anxious, has 

special needs, etc.   Parent visitation night will be followed by the children’s’ visit to the school. The WVE 

students will receive a FCE buddy who will be in the same grade and the plan is for their buddy to also 

be in their homeroom. If your child happens to have a relationship with a student at FC, let her know 

and they will do their best to pair them up. If your child has a neighbor who is a good friend, let them 

know that information as well. While they don’t usually take parent requests for classroom placement, 

this is a special circumstance. The curriculum and teacher training is the same across the buildings. She 

tried to highlight FC by using social media, so please follow them—Facebook, Instagram, Twitter. 

Extracurricular—FC is blessed to have a very active parent and teacher community—Talent Show, Lion 

Cubs, K Kids, Lego Club, Drama Club, Nature Club, etc. Please take a look at the website for videos of our 

recent Drama Club presentation of Wizard of Oz. FC has been through a transition before when 

redistricting occurred with the opening of West Vincent, and everyone is drawing upon those 

experiences to prepare for this transition. It is important for the entire community to feel like one, and 

to share the same traditions. This transition will put your students at an advantage when they get to the 

Middle School since they will know so many kids going into 7th grade. FC has a special education 

program with autistic support and life skills. She also share that she is incredibly proud of the kindness 

and compassion that the FCE children show. “We have really nice kids and I am excited for your kids to 

be able to come to an environment where they will be welcomed,” she shared. “Our goal is to make the 

kids feel like rock stars when they come to the Student Visitation Day!” 

Question: Kids that live near Ridglea, are they already attending FC? 

Answer: Yes, they are.   

Question: Does the 2nd grade go to Crystal Cave? 

Answer: Yes! And thank you for asking because these are the type of things that children are concerned 

about.  

Question: What is the technology like at FC? I’ve heard there isn’t a computer lab? 

Answer: The district focuses on equity among the buildings. When iPad Carts were distributed, every 

building received 4. Each year, we have received 4 more carts. Right now, all of the schools have the 

same number of carts. We have 2 designated computer labs plus one in the library. Multi-purpose 

common areas also have 20+ desktops—these will be phased out and replaced with Chromebooks.  



Question: Will April be the only opportunity to visit the school before the first day of school? 

Answer: We will have a new family orientation in August. After that, our guidance counselor will 

orchestrate things like lunch bunches, etc. to help children adjust once in our school.  

(It was noted that we need to think about how to transport PM kindergarten on the Student Visitation 

Day.) 

Guest Speaker, Jessica Lineman, FCE PTA President: She has 2 children at FCE and one at the M. This is 

her 2nd year as PTA president.; there will be a new president next year. She will be helping out at Parent 

Night and Student Visitation. As someone who subs at all of the buildings, she would like everyone to 

know that each one has its own community feel, but they all are very much alike. She asked that 

everyone who hasn’t already to like their Facebook page. The FCE Fun Fair (fundraiser: $5 entry fee) is 

one of the most fun nights of the year—tons of games, ski ball, golf, hockey shot, dunk tank, etc. 

Activities are outside and inside. Sand art, manicures, face painting. All are invited to attend. May 12: 6-

8, 8-9 is a DJ and Dance. Lastly, the FCE PTA is currently seeking board members.  

President’s Report: Anne Strawbridge gave synopsis of the school board advisory committee meeting: 

EVE is ready to move and ECE is beginning construction with completion predicted in May; 1600 

responses to sleep study—recommendation based on info is on the website; Dr. Christian said there 

WILL be school on June 8; FCE netted $20,000 at their Wildcat Walk ( Anne attended and the WV PTA is 

looking into this).  

HS is looking for student officers for their PTA and for prom help. 

Principal’s Report: Mr. Smith expressed that this time of year is very busy and will pick up speed ‘til the 

last day. We start PSSA testing next week. We have a week and a half off, then pick back again. If anyone 

has questions or concerns about testing, reach out. Next year’s testing schedule is already posting.        

As of now, last day of school is June 9 for half day.                                                                                             

We are getting ready for the transition to the next school year. Middle of April he will send out the email 

welcoming parents to share their thoughts about the placement for their child next year. Please share 

info such as what works for your child over specific teacher requests. For those going to FCE, please still 

send your thoughts because the info will be passed along to Dr. McKillip.                                                          

Movie Night this Friday is a nice outreach from the WV Township at 6:30.                                                      

Patricia Poloco’s visit was a great experience. She had the kids’ attention from the moment they sat 

down to the moment they left and touched the wishing rock. A couple of our kids have written very 

personal letters to her in response to her visit and she’s been very appreciative. He thanked the PTA for 

their support.                                                                                                                                                                   

Also thanked the PTA for helping us kick off our artist in residency. He started last week with 6th graders. 

The artist will be back in May.  

Treasurers Report: Maria Cantarero presented the budget report, including the Bids for Kids report.  

Motion to move $64.41 from Unallocated Reserve to increase $64.41 to All Pro Dads. Motion passed.  

Motion to move $40.54 from Unallocated Reserve to Talent Show to cover amount over budget. Motion 

passed.  

Motion to move $2,200 form Assemblies to PTA Annual Project to fund artist in residency. Motion 

passed.  

Correspondence Report: 

Dr. Christian thanked us for donating $300 to offset costs of the 2nd grade field trip and $1,000 to offset 

the Stetcher assembly.  



Kate Roderick thanked us for Patricia P.  

McDannell’s class all made thank notes for Patricia P. 

 

Bids for the Kids Report: Katie Felmlee expressed gratitude and stressed the importance of Bids to 

support all the activities we do year round.  

Netted almost $13,000 for our school. 

 

Standing Rules: 

Motion made to approve Standing Rules. Passed.  

 

Reflections: We had 8 regional winners who will be moving on the state competition.  The regional 

winners will receive medals and will be recognized at school.  

Adjourned at 7:47. 

 

PTA Elections are upcoming.  

 


